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EXPLANATORY NOTES 


Introduction 


The monthly Population Survey (which is described 
in The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0)) comprises the 
monthly labour force survey and supplementary topics. 
This publication contains some results of a supplementary 
survey run in association with the August 1986 labour 
force survey conducted throughout Australia. 


2. Ofthe respondents to the labour force survey, those 
who fell within the scope of the supplementary survey 
were asked additional questions. This subset of respon- 
dents was asked about their weekly earnings and frequency 
of pay. 


Scope 


3. The scope of this supplementary survey was the 
same as that used for the labour force survey (described in 
fullin The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0)), except that 
it was restricted to persons who were employed as wage 
and salary earners (‘employees’) in their main job ex- 
cluding persons on workers’ compensation and persons 
who worked solely for payment in kind. Family in- 
formation was derived only where complete survey 
information was available for all members of the family. 


Definitions 


4. Weekly earnings refers to the amount of ‘last total 
pay’ prior to the interview (1.e. before taxation and other 
deductions had been made). For persons paid other than 
weekly, earnings were converted to a weekly equivalent. 
No adjustment was made for any back payment of wage 
increases or pre-payment of leave, etc. 


5. Median weekly earnings is the amount which divides 
the distribution of individuals into two equal groups, one 
having earnings above and the other below that amount. 
Medians were calculated from grouped data, the class 
intervals in some cases being finer than those published in 
the tables. Linear interpolation was used within the class 
interval in which the median fell. 


6. Mean weekly earnings is the amount obtained by 
dividing the total earnings of a group by the number of 
units in that group. 


7. The main job is defined as the job in which most 
hours were usually worked. The second job is defined to 
include all remaining wage and salary earner jobs in 
which some hours were worked during the survey week 
(i.e. the week before the interview week). A person who 
held more than one job is classified to the industry and 
occupation of the main job. Service in the reserve defence 
forces is not regarded as a second job. Persons who by the 
nature of their employment worked for more than one 
employer, e.g. domestics, odd-job workers, baby-sitters, 
etc., are not counted as having a second job unless they 
also held another job of a different kind, nor are those 
who worked for more than one employer solely by reason 
of changing jobs during the survey week. All jobs 
comprise main job and second job as defined above. 


8. Hours paid for refers to the number of hours for 
which an employee was paid and not necessarily to the 
number of hours actually worked (e.g. an employee on 
paid leave for the week was asked to report the number of 
hours for which they were paid). 


9. Hours worked refers to actual hours worked during 
the survey week, not necessarily hours paid for. Thus, ifa 
person had been on leave for the whole week, hours 
worked would have been recorded as nil. 


10. Full-time employees are those who usually worked 
35 hours a week or more (in all jobs) and others who, 
although usually part-time employees, worked 35 hours 
or more during the survey week. It should be noted that 
some full-time employees may have worked or been paid 
for less than a full week. Part-time employees are those 
who usually worked less than 35 hours a week and who 
did so during the survey week. When recording hours of 
work, fractions of an hour were disregarded. 


11. The determination of family relationships and com- 
position is complex, involving many factors. The following 
description outlines the major principles used for this 
survey. A family is defined to consist of two or more 
related persons usually resident in the same household at 
the time of the survey. A family comprises a married 
couple or a family head (as defined in paragraph 12) 
together with any persons having any of the following 
relationships to them: 


(a) sons or daughters of any age, if not married and 
with no children of their own present; 


(b) other relatives if not accompanied by a spouse, 
sons or daughters, or parents of their own; or 


(c) any children under 15 years of age who do not 
have a parent present. 


12. The family head of an other family is the parent in 
the case of a one-parent family or, in the case of other 
groups of related persons, is generally defined to be the 
eldest person in the family. No family head is defined fora 
married-couple family. 


13. Dependents are defined as all family members under 
15 years of age; all family members aged 15 to 19 
attending school; and all family members aged 15 to 24 
who are full-time students at a tertiary or further educa- 
tional institution. 


14. Further definitions of labour force and demographic 
classifications appearing in this publication are given in 
The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0). 


Results of the survey 


15. Theestimates in this publication refer to information 
collected in the survey month and, due to seasonal 
factors, may not be representative of other months of the 
year. : 


16. Additional tables available but not included in this 
publication are listed on page 19. A preliminary publi- 
cation (6309.0) containing a summary of the results of the 
survey was released on 19 December 1986. Please note 
that Table 4 of the preliminary publication contained 
incorrect figures. The correct figures are given in Table 13 
of this publication. 


17. Results of similar surveys, the first conducted in 
August 1975, have been given in previous issues of this 
publication. 


18. Itis proposed that this survey will next be conducted 
in August 1987. 


Comparability of series 


19. The survey was conducted primarily to obtain 
statistics on the distribution of earnings of employees 
classified by characteristics such as marital status, sex, 
age and whether the earnings came from the main job or 
any second job. Caution should be exercised when 
comparing the means of distributions of earnings in this 
publication with estimates of average weekly earnings 
included in the quarterly publication Average Weekly 
Earnings, States and Australia (6302.0) which are com- 
piled from a survey of employers. There are important 
differences in the scope of, and methodology used in, the 
two surveys. The quarterly survey of average weekly 
earnings excludes employees in the industries of Agri- 
culture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting (ASIC Division 
A)and Private Households Employing Staff (ASIC Sub- 
. division 94) both of which are included in the August 
household survey. Data from the quarterly survey of 
average weekly earnings are collected from employers 
who fill in a mailed questionnaire giving details of their 
employees’ weekly earnings. For the August household 
survey, respondents are either interviewed personally at 
their dwelling or another adult member of their household 
responds on their behalf. 


Discontinuities in the series 


20. Classification of occupation according to the Aus- 
tralian Standard Classification of Occupations (ASCO 
1986) was introduced in the August 1986 survey, replac- 
ing the Classification and Classified List of Occupations 
(CCLO), used in previous surveys. The main difference 
between these classifications is that ASCO occupations 
are Classified on the basis of the level and specialisation of 
skill required for the satisfactory performance of primary 
tasks. For a more detailed explanation of ASCO see the 
appendix to The Labour Force, Australia, August 1986 
(6203.0). 


21. To provide a link between the two classifications, a 
matrix has been produced and is shown in Table 41 of The 
Labour Force, Australia, August 1986 (6203.0). This 
matrix shows the relationship between ASCO and CCLO 
at the broadest classification level (the Major Group). 


The estimates in the matrix are based ona sub-sample of 
respondents to the May 1986 Labour Force Survey. 


Reliability of the estimates 


22. Estimates in this publication are subject to sampling 
and non-sampling errors. For further information refer to 
the Technical Note. 


Related publications 


23. Other ABS publications which may be of interest 
include: 


The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0)—issued monthly 


Average Weekly Earnings, Australia, (6302.0)—issued 
quarterly 


Distribution and Composition of Employee Earnings and 
Hours, Australia (6306.0)—issued annually 


Income of Individuals, Australia, 1981-82 (6502.0) 


Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Australia, (6312.0)—issued 
monthly 


24. Current publications produced by the ABS are 
listed in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia (1101.0). 
The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a 
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the following few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office. 


Symbols and other usages 


* subject to sampling variability too high for most 
practical uses. See the Technical Note on page 20 
.. not applicable 
n.e.c. not elsewhere classified 
r revised 


25. Because figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between sums of the component items and 
totals. 


Electronic services 


26. VIATEL. Key *656# for selected current economic, 
social and demographic statistics. 


AUSSTATS. Thousands of up-to-date time series are 
available on this ABS on-line service 
through CSIRONET. 


For further information phone the 
AUSSTATS Help Desk on (062) 
52 6017. 


TELESTATS. This service provides foreign trade stat- 
istics tailored to users’ requirements. 


Further information is available on 
(062) 52 5404. 


SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 


NOTE. Estimates from the Survey of Weekly Earnings shown in this publication enable valuable comparisons and 
analyses to be made of the distribution of earnings, especially in relation to demographic characteristics such as age, sex, 
marital status and family status and other characteristics such as hours paid for, full-time/ part-time status and 
occupation. As mentioned in paragraph 19 of the Explanatory Notes (page 2), care should be exercised when comparing 
the means derived from distributions of earnings in this publication with estimates of average weekly earnings included in 
Average Weekly Earnings, States and Australia (6302.0). There are many factors which account for differences between 
the two series, including the lack of consultation of records by respondents to the household survey, misunderstanding of 
the type of earnings required (i.e. net rather than gross earnings being reported), earnings being reported in ranges, lack of 
recognition of irregular sources of earnings and lack of awareness of earnings of other household members not answering 
for themselves. 


Families 


This publication contains data published for the first time at the family level for this supplementary survey. Family 
weekly earnings have been calculated as the sum of the wage and salary incomes of individual members of the family unit. 
The composition of the family unit is described in paragraph 11 of the Explanatory Notes. 


In August 1986 it is estimated that there were 4,059,500 families of which 1,283,500 (31.6 per cent) contained no 
wage and salary earners. The average family weekly earnings for the remaining 2,776,000 (68.4 per cent) families from all 
wage and salary jobs was $574. This amount varied markedly according to family type and number of wage and salary 
earners within the family. Married couple families with only one wage and salary earner and all non-married couple 
families (referred to as ‘other’ families) had relatively low average family earnings ($399 and $407 respectively) when 
compared with married couple families with two or more wage and salary earners ($760). 


DIAGRAM 1. ALL FAMILIES WITH EMPLOYED FAMILY MEMBERS: 
FAMILY EARNINGS, TYPE OF FAMILY, AND NUMBER OF WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS IN FAMILY 
(Source of data: Table 1) 
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Family earnings ($) 


Average family weekly earnings also varied according to the number of dependents. Overall the average family 
weekly earnings dropped with each additional dependent, from $611 for all families with no dependents to $532 for all 
families with three or more dependents, a range of $79. This difference increased for married couple families ($93) from 
$633 for families with no dependents to $540 for families with three or more dependents. ‘Other’ families recorded the 
greatest range of average weekly earnings ($164), with ‘Other’ families with female heads also having the lowest average 
earnings of $449 for those with no dependents and $298 for those with three or more dependents, a range of $151. 


DIAGRAM 2. ALL FAMILIES WITH EMPLOYED FAMILY MEMBERS: 
TYPE OF FAMILY, NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS IN FAMILY AND AVERAGE FAMILY EARNINGS, AUGUST 1986 
(Source of data: Table 3) 
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Individuals 


Mean weekly earnings from all jobs for all employees increased by 6.4 per cent during the twelve months to August 
1986, comparable with movements recorded in each of the last three years. In the twelve months to August 1986, the 
increase in mean weekly earnings from all jobs for females was 8.0 per cent (to $271 at August 1986) compared with 5.8 per 
cent (to $404) for males. 


For full-time employed females there was an estimated annual increase of 9.2 per cent in mean weekly earnings (to 
$333 at August 1986) compared with 6.3 per cent for males (to $420) over the same period. 


Females employed on a part-time basis recorded mean weekly earnings of $158 at August 1986 (an increase of 4.3: 
per cent since August 1985) compared with $153 for males. 


DIAGRAM 3. ALL EMPLOYEES: 
DISTRIBUTION OF WEEKLY EARNINGS IN ALL JOBS, AUGUST 1986 


(Source of data: Table 6) 
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Weekly eamings in all jobs 


The distribution of weekly earnings in August 1986 not only differed according to sex’and full-time or part-time 
status but also according to family status and whether there were dependents present. The presence of dependents in 
married couple families coincided with an increase in the husband’s mean weekly earnings from all jobs (from $434 for 
husbands without dependents present to $460 for those with dependents present), and a decrease in the wife’s mean 
weekly earnings (from $306 to $248 respectively). The mean weekly earnings from all jobs for wives with dependents 
present was only higher than one other family status group, that of female full-time students aged 15 to 24 ($51), reflecting 
the extent of part-time work in these two categories. 


DIAGRAM 4. HUSBANDS AND WIVES: 
DISTRIBUTION OF WEEKLY EARNINGS IN ALL JOBS, AUGUST 1986 
(Source of data: ‘Tuble 7) 
Per cent Per cent 
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For male full-time employees, mean weekly earnings from their main job was $420, and for females it was $330 (78.6 
per cent of the males mean earnings). Both the mean earnings of both sexes and the proportion of the males weekly 
earnings that the females weekly earnings represent varied according to the industry of employment. The Mining industry 
had the highest mean earnings for males with $60! compared with the Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting industries 
which had the lowest mean of $293 per week. The range of mean earnings for females was not as great with those in 
Community services receiving $383 having the highest mean, and those employed in the Wholesale and Retail trade 
industries receiving the lowest mean of $282. 


The variation in mean earnings of the sexes was least in the Recreation, personal and other services and 
Communication industries, where females earned, on average, 83.6 and 83.0 per cent of the male weekly earnings. The 
Finance, property and business services industry had the greatest difference between mean earnings, with females 
receiving, on average, only 67.6 per cent of the males weekly earnings. 


DIAGRAM 5. MEAN WEEKLY EARNINGS IN MAIN JOB OF ALL EMPLOYEES 
WHO WORKED FULL-TIME IN THEIR MAIN JOB BY INDUSTRY, AUGUST 1986 
(Source of data: Table 11) 
Mean weekly ecamings ($) 
700 


Hi Males 
600 


Females 
500 
400 


300 





(a) Subject to sampling error too high for most practical uses 


TABLE 1. ALL FAMILIES : FAMILY TYPE, NUMBER OF FAMILY MEMBERS, NUMBER OF FAMILY MEMBERS WHO WERE 
WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS AND TOTAL FAMILY WEEKLY EARNINGS OF WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS, AUGUST 1986 


Number of family members 











Five 
Two Three Four or more Total 
MARRIED COUPLE FAMILY 
Number of wage and salary earners— (000) 
None 629.6 144.6 146.5 117.6 1,038.3 
One 260.9 272.6 358.3 238.0 1,129.7 
Weekly earnings ($)— 
Under 120 14.8 14.4 17.4 16.5 63.1 
120 and under 200 13.5 19.3 20.6 17.5 70.9 
200 . 280 36.7 38.0 40.3 28.8 143.8 
280 * 360 73.6 67.7 77.2 47.3 265.9 
360 . 440 49.4 46.9 66.9 42.3 205.5 
440 » 520 28.9 34.6 48.0 30.7 142.2 
520 = 600 16.4 23.1 37.2 21.6 98.3 
600 a 680 7.8 9.8 20.1 11.7 49.4 
680 ie 760 fe 8.8 Zt 9.8 38.5 
760 * 840 6.3 4.7 9.3 6.4 26.7 
840 and over 6.3 5.3 8.7 5.4 25.6 
—dollars— 
Median earnings 35] 356 388 337 368 
Mean earnings 39] 386 415 399 399 
(000) 
Two or more 332.6 264.5 426.3 315.9 1,339.3 
Weekly earnings ($)— 
Under 200 + * 3.9 * 10.8 
200 and under 280 + 4.4 3.7 5.8 15.2 
280 - 360 4.5 6.3 11.1 9.5 31.3 
360 5 440 11.6 11.4 23.4 19.2 65.5 
440 ” 520 20.3 25.3 39.9 28.2 113.7 
520 = 600 35.6 36.3 55.9 33.1 160.8 
600 . 680 47.2 37.7 54.9 39.9 179.7 
680 760 50.5 34.3 45.9 31.9 162.6 
760 = 840 42.9 28.1 39.7 33.8 144.5 
840 - 920 35.3 21.1 55.2 22:2 113.8 
920 2 1,000 23.2 16.8 27.3 21.0 88.3 
1,000 and over 58.1 41.0 85.6 68.5 253.2 
—-dollars— 
Median earnings 749 701 716 729 726 
Mean earnings 771 734 yo7 773 760 
(000) 
Total 1,223.1 681.7 931.0 671.5 3,507.3 
OTHER FAMILY 
Number of wage and salary earners— (000) 
None 138.1 68.9 27.0 LS 245.2 
One or more 178.9 88.0 31.5 8.6 307.0 
Weekly earnings ($)— 
Under 120 16.5 11.5 3.5 * 31.8 
120 and under 200 14.2 7.9 4.2 * 26.4 
200 " 280 24.5 12.3 5.4 * 44.0 
280 360 33.4 14.5 4.1 . 53.1 
360 . 440 24.4 9.7 ‘ = 37.1 
440 ‘ 520 13.9 6.7 43 23.9 
520 ™ 600 14.6 6.2 i 6 23.8 
600 ‘ 680 123 5.0 $ * 20.3 
680 = 760 8.4 4.7 * * 14.9 
760 . 840 6.6 * . * 11.1 
840 and over 10.0 7.0 . + 20.8 
—dollars— 
Median earnings - 363 348 332 467 357 
Mean earnings 405 401 413 499 407 
(000) 
Total 317.0 156.9 58.5 19.9 552.2 
TOTAL 
Number of wage and salary earners— (000) 
None 767.7 213.5 173.4 128.9 1,283.5 
One or more 772.4 625.1 816.1 ° 562.5 2,776.0 
Weekly earnings ($)— 
Under 120 31.7 26.4 22.5 17.2 97.8 
120 and under 200 29.4 28.6 27.1 20.0 105.1 
200 Ks 280 62.5 54.8 49.3 36.2 202.9 
280 % 360 111.5 88.5 92.4 57.9 350.3 
360 ‘ 440 85.3 68.0 92.3 62.4 308.0 
440 i 520 63.1 66.6 90.2 59.9 279.8 
520 io 600 66.6 65.5 95.3 55.4 282.8 
600 . 680 67.3 52.5 77.1 52.6 249.4 
680 , 760 66.1 47.8 59.5 42.5 215.9 
760 - 840 55.8 oe 50.4 40.7 182.3 
840 * 920 40.6 25.4 38.9 24.2 129.1 
920 = 1,000 27.6 19.4 29.4 22.3 98.7 
1,000 and over 64.8 46.2 91.7 71.2 273.8 
—dollars— 
Median earnings 523 496 549 560 532 
Mean earnings 558 536 594 611 574 
(000) 
Total 1,540.0 838.6 989.5 691.4 4,059.5 


& 


TABLE 2. FAMILIES WITH AT LEAST ONE MEMBER WHO WAS A WAGE AND SALARY EARNER IN THEIR MAIN JOB : MEAN 
FAMILY EARNINGS BY FAMILY TYPE, NUMBER OF eat AND TOTAL HOURS WORKED IN MAIN JOB IN FAMILY, 
AUGUST 1986 
(dollars) 

Total hours worked in main job by 
all wage and salary earners in family 


—_-—- 








Il and over 
35 and over 


Number 80 
of dependents None 1-34 35-49 50-79 or more Total Total Total 


SS EE A ame 


MARRIED COUPLE FAMILY 
None 593 326 426 695 905 674 634 633 














i a EE A 


One or more 506 338 453 648 863 611 573 Sia 
One 485 343 433 655 874 633 600 597 
Two 540 345 458 651 875 610 572 Siz 
Three or more 479 323 466 635 Bit 584 541 540 

Total S545 334 444 665 883 635 596 595 

OTHER FAMILY—WITH FEMALE HEAD 

None 347 231 348 592 752 495 453 449 

One or more 321 183 350 510 619 404 317 317 
One 332 203 345 521 631 408 342 341 
Two 228 166 354 490 529 383 281 279 
Three or more 497 152 386 440 700 463 285 298 

Total 332 195 349 564 713 453 379 378 

OTHER FAMILY—TOTAL 

None 372 241 359 614 744 si7 477 474 

One or more 324 189 367 536 674 427 341 341 
One 312 208 366 535 668 428 363 361 
Two 289 174 360 554 678 417 309 309 
Three or more 497 156 412 440 700 462 300 310 

Total 346 204 363 588 728 479 410 407 

TOTAL 

None 561 311 414 685 890 653 612 611 

One or more 481 307 443 644 857 599 553 551 
One 452 299 418 645 865 607 563 560 
Two 510 313 A$} 649 872 601 555 554 
Three or more 480 307 464 634 809 582 533 a32 

Total 517 309 433 660 874 620 576 574 


TABLE 3. FAMILIES WITH AT LEAST ONE MEMBER WHO WAS A WAGE AND SALARY EARNER IN THEIR MAIN JOB: 
MEAN FAMILY EARNINGS BY NUMBER OF FAMILY MEMBERS WHO WERE WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS AND NUMBER OF 
FAMILY MEMBERS, AUGUST 1986 | 
(dollars) 


Number of wage 
and salary earners N.S. W. Vic, Old © S.A. W.A. Tas. N.T. A.C.T. Australia 


TWO FAMILY MEMBERS 
One 367 366 342 338 390 333 396 459 365 


Two 768 765 718 699 760 711 801 886 754 
Total 567 570 519 528 JF 523 615 719 558 


THREE FAMILY MEMBERS 
One Ste 369 373 333 366 343 489 445 368 


Two 697 666 664 628 627 668 790 817 674 
Three 1,010 869 888 877 861 868 1,179 930 918 
Total 552 532 520 498 516 ai2 714 676 536 


FOUR OR MORE FAMILY MEMBERS 
One 410 403 394 387 407 371 495 482 404 


Two 667 670 626 637 635 598 803 813 659 

Three or more 1,039 953 897 850 945 905 1,138 1,079 969 

Total 622 607 ae 57] 593 533 711 714 601 
TOTAL 

One 388 384 374 363 392 354 467 467 384 

Two 707 700 667 656 678 652 800 843 694 

Three or more 1,034 937 896 858 927 898 1,149 1,037 959 


Total 591 580 537 540 565 526 686 707 574 


TABLE 4. FAMILIES WITH AT LEAST ONE MEMBER WHO WAS A WAGE AND SALARY EARNER IN THEIR MAIN JOB: 


NUMBER OF FAMILY MEMBERS, NUMBER OF FAMILY MEMBERS WHO WERE WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS 
AND TOTAL HOURS WORKED IN MAIN JOB IN FAMILY, AUGUST 1986 


Total hours worked 
in main job in family 


None 
1-19 

20-29 

30-34 

35 or more 
35-39 
40-49 
50-59 
60-69 
70 or more 


Total 


None 

1-19 

20-29 

30-34 

35 or more 
35-39 
40-49 
50-59 
60-69 
70-79 
80-89 
90 or more 


Total 


None 

1-19 

20-29 

30-34 

35 or more 
35-39 
40-49 
50-59 
60-69 
70-79 
80-89 
90 or more 


Total 


None 

1-19 

20-29 

30-34 

35 or more 
35-39 
40-49 
50-59 
60-69 
70-79 
80-89 
90 or more 


Total 


(000) 


Number of family members 


Two Three 
ONE WAGE AND SALARY EARNER 


21.0 17.4 
39.4 32.4 
30.7 21.7 
36.2 26.4 
262.9 234.4 
90.0 74.2 
138.6 125.9 
22.9 19.8 
12 8.7 
4.1 3.9 
390.2 332.3 


TWO OR MORE WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS 


78 EF 
Sid * 
4.1 4.3 
4.0 . 
362.4 279.4 
7.0 9.6 
32.1 29.2 
28.6 29.9 
49.6 42.5 
108.3 61.5 
89.4 45.8 
47.5 60.9 
382.2 292.8 
TOTAL 

28.9 20.9 
43.2 35.1 
34.7 26.1 
40.2 28.6 
625.3 513.9 
97.1 83.8 
170.6 135.4 
51.4 49.7 
57.0 a1. 
110.7 65.6 
90.5 46.9 
48.0 61.6 
772.4 625.1 


MEAN FAMILY EARNINGS 


569 461 
160 195 
339 357 
370 400 
609 579 
393 401 
440 426 
585 575 
702 669 
745 692 
797 726 
897 900 
558 536 


Five 
Four or more 
—’000— 
16.1 10.1 
28. 1 Bhd 
26.8 15.0 
32.4 22.1 
274.5 174.4 
76.1 44.1] 
147.2 95.1 
32.3 21.9 
115 8.8 
7.4 4.5 
377.9 243.3 
—’000— 
* * 
4.3 4.9 
6.9 5.4 
5.0 4.6 
419.6 303.3 
10.1 4.8 
39.2 30.0 
48.8 32.8 
58.1 33.6 
81.3 48.0 
67.8 44.3 
114.3 109.9 
438.1 319.2 
—’000— 
18.4 11.1 
32.4 26.6 
33.1 20.4 
37.4 26.7 
694.2 477.8 
86.2 48.9 
186.4 125.1 
81.1 54.7 
69.7 42.3 
86.8 50.6 
69.0 45.6 
115.0 110.5 
816.1 562.5 
—dollars— 
525 471 
203 197 
363 379 
403 409 
635 658 
420 425 
453 465 
578 566 
655 642 
711 696 
775 716 
978 991 
594 611 


Total 


64.6 
121.6 
94.2 
117.1 
946.3 
284.5 
506.8 
96.8 
36.5 
21.8 


1,343.7 


14.7 
16.3 
20.7 
15.8 
1,364.8 
ai.) 
130.5 
140.0 
183.8 
299.1 
247.2 
332.6 


1,432.3 


79.3 
137.9 
114.9 
132.9 

23111 
316.0 
637.3 
236.8 
220.2 
313.8 
252.1 
334.9 


2,776.0 


517 
186 
357 
394 
620 
407 
446 
576 
668 
717 
763 
957 


574 





TABLE 5. ALL EMPLOYEES: FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME STATUS AND MEAN WEEKLY EARNINGS IN ALL JOBS, 
AUGUST 1980 TO AUGUST 1986 








(dollars) 
N.S. W. Vic. Qld S.A. W.A, Tas. ys A.C.T. Australia 
MALES 
Full-time— 
1980 255 245 241 237 253 239 308 300 249 
198i 282 273 271 259 283 266 342 334 ZIi 
1982 328 317 315 304 326 292 375 394 322 
1983 346 335 338 323 347 323 404 416 341 
1984 377 359 353 349 379 348 449 452 367 
1985 399 392 389 378 403 358 471 482 395 
1986 427 415 407 399 429 389 474 545 420 
Part-time— 
1980 108 102 109 84 121 116 * 10] 106 
1981 129 99 107 93 104 88 = 110 112 
1982 166 138 112 93 148 153 * 127 142 
1983 177 147 145 i44 125 14] * 131 156 
1984 188 147 155 137 135 179 * 186 163 
1985 185 177 132 140 142 170 * 115 164 
1986 180 139 117 144 149 152 * 169 153 
Total— 
1980 249 238 235 230 247 236 301 289 243 
1981 274 264 265 251 274 260 337 320 269 
1982 319 307 305 293 317 288 371 378 311 
1983 336 325 328 314 335 313 398 396 331 
1984 366 347 343 338 366 342 434 436 356 
1985 387 380 373 365 388 350 463 456 382 
1986 412 399 389 384 412 376 451 515 404 
FEMALES 
Full-time— 
1980 196 192 188 190 192 183 211 221 193 
198] 220 216 211 216 214 211 253 263 218 
1982 248 245 237 239 243 237 285 292 245 
1983 268 268 260 260 264 259 304 309 267 
1984 293 283 269 284 290 274 320 324 286 
1985 309 303 287 303 312 295 352 355 305 
1986 343 331 319 322 323 317 365 378 333 
Part-time— 
1980 10! 96 90 90 88 90 140 107 96 
1981 114 105 104 102 100 102 136 122 108 
1982 126 117 118 116 112 107 137 149 120 
1983 132 124 127 132 114 124 127 LS) . 127 
1984 147 136 127 13] 126 116 159 165 137 
1985 164 148 139 144 138 139 175 162 151 
1986 164 164 144 157 147 148 176 164 158 
Total— 
1980 166 161 153 155 151 15] 192 187 161 
[98] 185 184 173 174 169 173 219 218 181 
1982 208 204 198 193 192 189 239 244 202 
1983 223 221 214 209 207 207 271 259 219 
1984 245 233 219 222 229 207 278 265 234 
1985 261 250 232 238 243 2357 305 292 251 
1986 280 219 257 253 254 246 aed 309 271 
PERSONS 

Full-time— 
1980 238 228 226 224 236 224 28 1 213 233 
1981 264 255 255 246 263 251 318 310 259 
1982 304 294 293 285 302 277 346 360 299 
1983 321 314 315 305 323 305 369 S17 318 
1984 350 330 328 330 352 329 407 409 342 
1985 370 364 358 355 3/5 340 432 433 367 
1986 400 387 380 375 395 369 435 483 392 
Part-time— 
1980 102 97 93 89 94 93 138 106 97 
198] 117 104 105 100 101 100 143 119 108 
1982 134 122 117 112 118 114 148 145 125 
1983 142 128 13] 134 116 127 150 15] 133 
1984 156 138 132 132 128 125 151 169 142 
1985 168 154 137 144 138 144 iz 153 153 
1986 167 160 138 154 147 149 187 165 157 
Total— 
1980 218 208 205 202 210 206 264 247 212 
198] 241 233 231 tae 234 229 297 277 236 
1982 278 267 265 255 268 252 319 323 271 
1983 292 284 285 273 285 274 349 336 288 
1984 318 302 295 292 312 292 374 362 308 
1985 336 328 318 313 330 307 401 380 329 


1986 359 348 ee 329 347 325 398 423 350 


Weekly earnings ($)— 


Under 120 

120 and under 160 
160 i 200 
200 . 240 
240 - 280 
280 = 320 
320 2 360 
360 " 400 
400 i 440 
440 se 480 
480 = 520 
520 . $60 
560 - 600 
600 » 640 
640 = 680 
680 a 720 
720 * 760 
760 - 800 
800 and over 

Total 


Median earnings 
Mean earnings 


Weekly earnings ($)— 
Under 40 
40 and under 80 


80 120 
120 ‘A 160 
160 - 200 
200 ‘ 240 
240 7 280 
280 ” 320 
320 4 360 
360 ss 400 
400 . 440 
440 7 480 
480 "4 520 
520 7. 560 
560 and over 
Total 


Median earnings 
Mean earnings 


Weekly earnings ($)— 


Under 120 
120 and under 160 


160 200 
200 am 240 
240 = 280 
280 re 320 
320 ‘ 360 
360 7‘ 400 
400 * 440 
440 " 480 
480 e 520 
520 560 
560 ¥ 600 
600 a 640 
640 ia 680 
680 ? 720 
720 7 760 
760 800 
800 and over 

Total 


Median earnings 
Mean earnings 
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TABLE 6. ALL EMPLOYEES : WEEKLY EARNINGS IN ALL JOBS, MARITAL STATUS 


AND FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME STATUS, AUGUST 1986 


Males 


Married Not-married 


12.5 29:3 
13.7 64.2 
17.6 70.9 
49.0 93.1 
122.3 128.1 
238.6 150.7 
269.8 136.5 
236.3 107.4 
213.1 75.5 
163.1 53.4 
161.5 48.6 
134.6 34.2 
87.5 24.5 
80.2 19.7 
50.6 10.7 
32.5 11.0 
35.2 73 
39.2 95 
78.1 16.6 
2,071.4 1,091.2 
414 323 
1457 r349 
4.1 47.0 
9.3 28.9 
6.8 14.6 
3.3 13.3 
ey 8.9 
7.6 5.6 
Re, 4.9 
3.6 3.5 

* * 

* 


je’ 
a 
BAS 
—_— 
* 


* 


* * 

* * 

5:1 ° 
66.3 132.0 
210 66 
r255 101 
32.8 119.7 
18.9 77.5 
23.3 79.8 
56.6 98.6 
127.8 133.0 
242.2 154.2 
af Re 139.4 
239.1 107.9 
214.8 76.7 
165.0 3325 
163.0 48.7 
137.4 34.3 
88.3 24.5 
81.6 19.8 
51.0 10.7 
ee | iL3 
35.3 7.6 
55.9 9.6 
79.6 16.6 
2,137.8 1,223.2 
410 307 
r451 1323 


3, 


een OO 


—000— 
152.5 205.6 167.3 
96.4 117.1 73.4 
103.1 111.8 88.6 
155.2 136.2 92.9 
260.8 170.2 128.7 
396.4 168.8 121.9 
411.9 126.0 93.5 
347.0 77.4 66.3 
291.5 59.6 41.1 
218.6 39.9 34.0 
211.7 38.2 Zz 
171.6 28.4 i735 
112.8 18.5 12.4 
101.4 11.2 9.9 
61.7 5.9 3.0 
64.0 3.8 is 
42.9 } 6.1 5.7 { 
65.5 
96.2 6.8 4.3 
3,361.0 1,331.5 990.8 
—dollars— 
372 262 263 
r404 1273 1267 


Females 
Total Married Not-married 


FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES 


—000— 
41.8 iS 19.6 
77.9 10.9 = I 
88.5 19.4 70.5 
142.0 57.8 78.4 
250.4 116.0 117.9 
389.3 142.2 116.3 
406.4 110.1 88.8 
343.6 70.1 63.7 
288.6 53.1 39.7 
216.5 37.4 325 
210.1 34.8 26.0 
168.7 26.1 16.7 
112.0 16.8 12.1 
ore es 9.7 
61. 4 
63.5 3.5 } 5.7 
64.7 } 5.4 5.4 
94.7 6.3 4.3 
162.6 736.5 758.5 
—dollars— 
382 324 294 
1420 353 1313 
PART-TIME EMPLOYEES(a) 
—’000— 
51.0 29.2 65.5 
38.2 64.9 52.6 
21.4 100.2 29.6 
18.5 106.2 22.1 
14.6 92.5 18.1 
is Oe 78.4 14.5 
10.4 54.1 10.8 
7.1 26.6 5.6 
5.6 15.9 4.8 
6.2 { 1.3 } 4.0 { 
6.5 
* * 
46 { 
3.5 * 
* * % 
5.7 4.9 * 
198.4 595.1 232: 3 
—dollars— 
99 159 79 
r153 r174 rl17 


ALL EMPLOYEES 


Total 


310 
1333 


NWADENN—~o0 
- Pa CON YVNO COD 
#¥1 SO OINDOHDWOUNNY 


On 
) 


827.3 


142 
r158 


2,322.4 


1263 
r271 


Persons 


Married Not-married 


23.8 48.9 
24.5 115.5 
36.9 141.4 
106.8 {715 
238.4 245.9 
380.8 267.0 
379.9 pe 
306.4 Feit 
266.2 P52 
200.5 85.9 
196.3 74.6 
160.7 50.9 
104.3 36.6 
90.1 29.3 
56.0 13.9 
56.0 13.5 
37.9 10.0 
58.0 12.4 
84.4 20.9 
2,807.9 1,849.7 
388 310 
1430 r335 
33.3 112.4 
74.2 81.5 
107.1 44.2 
111.5 35.4 
98.2 27.0 
86.0 20.1 
59.6 15.7 
30.2 9.0 
18.6 Toa 
10.1 } 57 
8.2 
4.5 * 
5.0 * 
5.1 * 
10.0 * 
661. 364.3 
162 74 
r183 r112 
238.4 287.0 
136.0 150.9 
135.1 168.4 
192.8 191.5 
298.0 261.6 
411.0 276.1 
398.5 233.0 
316.5 174.2 
274.4 117.8 
205.0 87.5 
201.2 75.9 
165.8 51.7 
106.8 36.9 
92.8 29.7 
56.9 14.1 
56.5 14.0 
38.2 10.1 
59.1 12.8 
86.4 20.9 
3,469.3 2,214.1 
r352 287 
1383 r298 


Total 


32.5 
286.9 
303.5 
384.3 
559.6 
687.1 
631.5 
490.7 
392.2 
292.5 
v4 i we: 
a ee 
143.6 
[22.5 

71.0 

70.5 

48.3 


TLS 
107.3 


5,683.4 


326 
r350 


(a) As part-time employees are defined as those who usually work less than 35 hours and who did so in the survey week, these figures may include some school teachers, 
academic staff in universities, air crew, etc. 
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TABLE 7. ALL EMPLOYEES: WEEKLY EARNINGS IN ALL JOBS AND FAMILY STATUS, AUGUST 1986 


Family status 








Member of a family 
Husband or wife 
Not Full-time Other Other Not 
With Without married student child of relative of a member Not 
dependents dependents family aged family family ofa family 
present present head 15-24 head head Total family coded Total 
MALES 
Weekly earnings ($)— — *000— 
Under 120 15.1 15.4 62.2 32.8 130.0 12.3 10.2 152.5 
4,3 
120 and under 160 10.0 8.0 ue | 44 55.1 79.1 13.1 4.3 96.4 
160 ‘i 200 12.1 10.5 575 4.4 87.5 10.2 5.4 103.1 
200 “ 240 ah 22.7 } 5.4 { * 65.4 4.0 127.1 18.7 9.4 155.2 
240 sf 280 78.6 44.8 . 75.5 4.3 206.9 42.1 11.8 260.8 
280 is 320 145.3 91.3 5.7 ® 73.8 13 323.7 57.8 14.9 396.4 
320 od 360 166.5 98.5 8.0 * 59.6 3.3 338.1 55.8 18.1 411.9 
360 — . 400 146.8 85.5 6.6 » 39.9 4.6 283.3 48.7 14.9 347.0 
400 i 440 139.0 71.8 3.8 * 22.6 } 47 { 240.7 40.0 10.8 291.5 
440 = 480 110.4 50.5 3.8 * 15.3 ‘ 181.5 28.8 8.3 218.6 
480 i 520 106.2 51.3 4,2 * 10.5 . 173.6 29.9 8.2 ZALs 
520 : 560 90.7 44.3 * * 8.3 * 146.1 20.7 4.8 171.6 
560 si 600 62.9 24.5 * * 4.1 . 93.6 15.4 3.7 112.8 
600 ” 640 58.2 20.8 * . } 4.0 { * 84.8 12.3 4,3 101.4 
640 e 680 34.0 15.7 * . me 51.6 8.1 * 61.7 
680 . 720 37.3 14.6 + . * 54.7 7.3 64.0 
720 » 760 25.3 9.3 * * 4.3 * 36.3 PBs. 6.0 42.9 
760 . 800 35.4 18.0 " * * 35.5 7.0 65.5 
800 and over 52.5 23.0 * * * * 78.4 12.9 5.0 96.2 
Total 1,358.0 720.3 52.1 69.1 529.1 43.6 ay Wee | 446.8 141.9 3,361.0 
—dollars— 

Median earnings 421 392 375 37 269 307 373 371 354 372 
Mean earnings 460 434 406 55 278 315 405 405 388 404 
FEMALES 

Weekly earnings ($)— —'000— 

Under 120 145.9 50.6 22.9 83.8 26.2 3.9 333.4 20.8 18.8 372.9 
120 and under 160 82.7 32.1 6.1 } 42 { 47.0 36 172.7 10.9 6.9 190.5 
160 sa 200 75.5 31.8 7.9 55.8 174.0 15.5 11.0 200.5 
200 = 240 82.2 49.7 9.2 . SL.5 3.9 197.0 21.1 10.4 229.1 
240 . 280 91.0 70.8 P72 * 55.6 4.8 240.1 42.4 16.3 298.8 
280 3 320 74.9 83.6 18.2 * 44.7 } 63 { 225.5 47.4 17.8 290.7 
320 ” 360 S31 67.7 15.4 + 28.7 167.7 41.8 10.0 219.5 
360 . 400 30.3 43.3 11.9 . 17.2 104.8 S17 Ted 143.7 
400 ” 440 25.0 31.3 6.9 ‘ 10.8 a 75.1 20.2 5.4 100.7 
440 q 480 17.2 20.7 5.7 ° 6.4 50.7 19.8 * 73.9 
480 " 520 18.7 18.6 6.6 * 35 * 47.8 15.8 4.9 | 65.5 
520 * 560 14.2 12.2 3.6 + * * 32.6 10.3 ; 45.9 
560 _ 600 8.2 9.9 39 * i 36 { * 23.1 6.7 - 30.8 
600 : 640 6.2 4.7 * 1 14.1 6.3 * “1.1 
640 ag 680 ¥ ig * 6.1 * 9.3 
680 ” 720 } ” = { * : : 4.6 se : 6.5 
720 " 760 37 * * * 3.6 * 5.4 
760 800 6.0 61 * . * 3.7 6.2 . 6.4 
800 and over . . 7 7.9 = 11.0 
Total 734.7 538.4 139.8 89.6 354.5 27.6 1,884.6 321.6 116.2 2,322.4 

—dollars— 
Median earnings 231 296 293 38 237 260 251 322 267 263 


Mean earnings 248 306 296 51 248 264 259 340 271 271 
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TABLE 8. ALL EMPLOYEES: WEEKLY EARNINGS IN MAIN JOB AND HOURS PAID FOR, AUGUST 1986 


1-19 
Weekly earnings ($)— 
Under 120 107.9 
120 and under 160 12:2 
160 ip 200 72 
200 ‘ 240 3.9 
240 » 280 4.7 
280 . 320 5.4 
320 " 360 4.0 
360 . 400 \ 38 
400 ia 440 - 
440 » 480 
480 “ 520 } sad 
520 " 560 
560 a 600 
600 es 640 
640 » 680 45 
680 ” 720 
720 ‘ 760 
760 ” 800 
800 and over 
Total 158.6 
Median earnings 70 
Mean earnings | 
Weekly earnings ($)— 
Under 120 333.1 
120 and under 160 81.6 
160 » 200 43.7 
200 . 240 20.7 
240 7 280 14.5 
280 . 320 6.8 
320 - 360 39 
360 400 \ 52 
400 ? 440 
440 ‘ 480 . 
480 ° 520 * 
520 ao 560 * 
560 ‘ 600 * 
600 _ 640 . 
640 » 680 * 
680 and over ? 
Total 312.7 
Median earnings 94 
Mean earnings 109 


20-29 


os 


& ARUNIOCH——wS 


02 OD RUNOOK—W 


Ww 
~— 


en aan aad 
aad 
WN 


% % 


87.6 


244 
287 


* & H& 


£795 


206 
221 


r— 


40 


1,032.5 

dollars— 
343 
368 


—*000— 


Hours paid fo 

30-34 35-39 
MALES 
* 10.1 
4.0 22.7 
* Zi) 
5.9 43.6 
10.6 88.4 
10.6 147.4 
8.5 162.6 
6.1 139.9 
4.6 104.0 
5.0 77.8 
3 74.3 
6.6 64.2 
3.9 40.5 
4.0 35,7 
* 22.0 

- 19.4 
si 17.1 
18.7 

} se { 19.1 
90.7 1,134.6 
358 379 
397 409 

FEMALES 
8.1 7.1 
6.5 22.9 
12.6 40.5 
19.5 62.6 
28.1 113.0 
20.0 122.6 
14.3 100.6 
10.4 60.9 
6.9 42.0 
3.5 32.3 
{ 5.8 29.2 
4.4 19.1 
11.7 

bees 18 
. 3.5 

* 72 
148.1 684.4 
279 311 
304 330 


9.1 
27.8 
32.0 
53.7 
90.0 
97.8 
64.8 
47.2 
26.4 
19.7 
13,9 


11.3 
+2 
4.1 


* 


4.0 


509.5 
dollars— 

297 

311 


41-44 


mNeENNNS— 
es I Se ee ee ee ee 
mH FEN WODNUNADONWOOHREW * 


& 
= 
N 


410 
448 


UM ROMO b 
e*eeke Fe RNWANWAIIOCALAR LHL — 


™“ 
ae 
~— 


326 
347 


45-48 49 and over 


Kn ~— 
WN 


mre ONNNNe 


a OS eee = Se ef 
~ ONNOMHNOWARADOW IIA * be 


ho 
. a) 
ww 


448 
48] 


A aril cel andl al ae 
#OWNWNHO * * * 


a OS 
ao a= 


4 ° 


a5 
48.5 


380 
399 


es 


is 


TABLE 9. FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES : DECILES(a) OF WEEKLY EARNINGS IN ALL JOBS, 


Per cent of individuals 
earnings below 
the levels shown 


10 
20 
30 


Males 


260 
299 
330 
359 
394 
434 
486 
548 
661 


AUGUST 1986 


Aged 20 and over 
Females Persons 
222 246 
257 284 
281 311 
302 339 
324 369 
351 407 
386 455 
437 517 
517 619 


(a) Calculated from group data using linear interpolation. 


—dollars— 


Males 


230 
283 
316 
347 
382 
422 
474 
538 
647 


Total 


Females 


185 
234 
262 
287 
310 
SS) 
371 
422 
505 


mH VNUNWNWNYNNHE 
at RI A Soe St aC AD CAN EN EY So? CO EN NP 
BUDDOH HAH HH DONS AWAROO 


WN 
\O 
oO 


382.1 


485 
541 


Ww 
WG 


* 


ee ee ee 
NM 0 DOD—SWN 


* 


S 
\o 


65.4 


409 
483 


Total 


156.5 
97.8 
103.1 
155.0 
262.7 
399.0 
415.9 
348.4 
291.8 
215.7 
209.5 
168.7 
110.8 
100.8 
61.2 
63.7 
42.0 
64.3 
94.2 


3,361.0 


370 
402 


382.0 
197i ,] 
203.2 
228.9 
297.4 
291.0 
217.4 
142.2 
99.6 
pes 
64.9 
44.9 
29.0 
20.8 


28.7 
3999 4 


261 
269 


Persons 


211 
262 
295 
324 
355 
392 
439 
506 
606 


Weekly earnings ($)— 


13 


TABLE 10. FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES : WEEKLY EARNINGS IN ALL JOBS AND AGE, AUGUST 1986 


Under 120 

120 and under 160 
160 7 200 
200 ‘i 240 
240 is 280 
280 fe 320 
320 = 360 
360 ts 400 
400 a 440 
440 480 
480 i 520 
520 560 
560 Fe 600 
600 s 640 
640 ” 680 
680 4 720 
720 . 760 
760 ea 800 
800 and over 

Total 


Median earnings 
Mean earnings 


Weekly earnings ($)— 


Under 120 

120 and under 160 
160 a 200 
200 = 240 
240 a 280 
280 » 320 
320 Zs 360 
360 ey 400 
400 = 440 
440 ‘s 480 
480 - 520 
520 ae 560 
560 * 600 
600 ra 640 
640 - 680 
680 and over 

Total 


Median earnings 
Mean earnings 


Weekly earnings ($)— 


Under 120 

120 and under 160 
160 : 200 
200 os 240 
240 e 280 
280 = 320 
320 360 
360 ee 400 
400 ” 440 
440 “ 480 
480 ss 520 
520 re 560 
560 * 600 
600 " 640 
640 - 680 
680 ai 720 
720 = 760 
760 ¥ 800 
800 and over 

Total 


Median earnings 
Mean earnings 


15-19 


—nN hn 
W WORRA= =o 


ERE HHEHEHEH YQ WDWeEQUWWUR 


KH 


B27 


194 
209 


NwWUnrh— 
Wr DNWO 
ee HEH HHH Ke HEANNK RODD 


181.1] 


188 
r198 


xe KKK KHER O OC 


408.6 


19] 
1204 


20-24 


—nwWw h~)OnAwW 
sl adh cll neat apt eel MEM all wage sal a 
KODDA—-H—AH-OBNWANW 


ees OT” 
wn ia 
ie) * ON 


437.5 


321 
1343 


m— Wo Un ~) COW 
* * *¥# CO —NAAYNONIW~IWDOO 


25-34 


34.4 


me WW hO~ TH 
SO SO re a pert Ss aS ee 
NON ONIRORWOWRAOSOMON 


415.4 


351 
1379 


ee 
WO OA) Wee 


WIOONW OO 00.0 OO BP OOROWD 


Pe St eS a 


Nw AAO 


1,342.7 


386 
r416 


Age group 


35-44 


MALES 


BIH NA SOBRSAAUD 


WNWARUADDA YI IONIA— 
DORUIDKHDOOCWRWONWNUAW 


WN 
oo 
NANO 


781.0 


440 
r480 


FEMALES 


C FOV MS Ses eh 
COX OR HLOhAYARDHHAWOO 


uy 
S 
S 
~ 


335 
1367 


PERSONS 


oo 
Se a ek OO SS 
BONE NWONNIONA 


Ne NONAN~ 
DORKRNSS 
NW — AOD 
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22.7 
26.3 
3122 
96.6 
223.7 
375.2 
398.0 
340.2 
286.5 
215.0 
209.4 
167.5 
111.8 
99:5 
61.0 
63.2 
42.6 
64.5 
94.4 


293301 


394 
436 


20.3 
18.5 
37.8 
97.8 
212.8 
251.3 
195.1 
132.6 
92.0 
69.4 
39.7 


28.9 
19.0 


27.3 
1,313.9 


324 
r352 


Total 


41.8 
77.9 
88.5 
142.0 
250.4 
389.3 
406.4 
343.6 
288.6 
216.5 
210.1 
168.7 
112.0 
99.8 
61.3 
63.5 
42.7 
64.7 
94.7 


3,162.6 


382 
1420 


30.9 
62.2 
89.9 
136.2 
233.9 
258.5 
198.8 
133.8 
92.8 
69.9 
60.8 
42.8 
28.9 
19.6 


273 
1,495.0 


310 
1333 


727 
140.0 
178.4 
278.2 
484.3 
647.8 
605.2 
477.5 
381.4 
286.4 
270.9 
211.6 
140.9 
119.4 

69.9 

69.4 

47.9 

70.4 
105.2 


4,657.6 


355 
r392 
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TABLE 11. FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES IN MAIN JOB: WEEKLY EARNINGS IN MAIN JOB AND INDUSTRY, AUGUST 1986 


Weekly earnings ($)— 


Under 120 
120 and under 
160 . 
200 ® 
240 i 
280 sa 
320 - 
360 . 


400 = 
440 . 
480 - 
520 i 
560 . 


600 . 
640 ° 
680 - 
720 . 
760 ' 


800 and over 
Total 


160 
200 
240 
280 
320 
360 
400 


440 
480 
520 
560 
600 


640 
680 
720 
760 
800 


Median earnings 


Mean earnings 


Weekly earnings ($)— 


Under 120 
120 and under 
160 - 
200 a 
240 
280 
320 = 
360 " 


400 " 
440 7 
480 . 
520 - 
560 . 


600 i 
640 - 
680 ‘ 
720 ig 
760 e 


800 and over 
Total 


160 
200 
240 
280 
320 
360 
400 


440 
480 
520 
560 
600 


640 
680 
720 
760 
800 


Median earnings 


Mean earnings 


MALES 


Agriculture, 
forestry, 
fishing, etc. 


6.0 * 
4.0 * 
6.0 * 
13.8 * 
11.0 
11.6 i 3.5 
7.1 33 
3.9 3.5 
4.6 o 
4.9 
4.6 4.7 
4.3 
= 4.7 
* 4.0 
* Ted 
* 4.2 
* 4.4 
* 8.3 
75.0 67.2 
268 597 
293 601 
Finance, 
property and 
Communication business services 
* * 
* 4.0 
* 6.2 
3.6 9.3 
* 16.1 
10.3 16.7 
12.1 19.9 
11.9 17.8 
8.0 18.9 
5.1] 12.8 
6.4 15.3 
3.7 11.9 
* 8.3 
10.3 
8.2 
4.1] 6.9 
3.8 
8.3 


* 
— 
WwW 
nN 


72.6 210.8 
380 426 
405 48] 


Mining Manufacturing gas and water 


Se Seer Se wie 
mH=NDAOSON NADHOHO WHHK—INAWUNA 
SCHRRWXIY OCODUNO NOMNAAU— 


— 


10.1 
631.9 


367 
399 


Public 


administration 
and defence 


39 
153.7 
397 


Electricity, Wholesale and 
Construction retail trade 
—’ 000— 
. * 6.3 
* 5.0 18.6 
4 6.7 19.4 
* 8.1 28.7 
2 | 12.1 46.9 
10.7 16.1 69.9 
12.2 27.1 69.4 
12.6 28.8 52.8 
8.2 25.1 39.8 
77 17.5 24.9 
4.7 13.9 20.2 
5.8 9.9 35 
* 7.8 13.9 
‘La 8.5 
4.2 { * 6.5 
f 5.5 
3.9 8.1 aS 
5.3 
* 4.5 6.2 
83.5 204.8 461.8 
—dollars— 
393 393 344 
435 414 372 
Recreation, 
Community personal and 
services other services 
—* 000— 
( 4.9 * 
3.6 4.7 
4.9 4.6 
do 3.9 
14.7 12.5 
26.2 iss 
26.0 12.6 
21.4 9.3 
24.9 8.8 
23.3 ba 
32.9 45 
31.4 3.9 
20.0 * 
19.2 
89 3.8 
112 
4.9 3.9 
11.1 J 
14.7 * 
313.3 100.1 
—dollars— 
475 340 
486 371 


443 


Transport 
and storage 


— 
SPN HSS Bean cme & 
No Ne WOMO oO SONU RR LN 


xy’ 
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SN WwW 


203.1 


389 
422 


54.0 
74.1 
2,377.0 


382 
420 
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TABLE 11. FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES IN MAIN JOB: WEEKLY EARNINGS IN MAIN JOB AND INDUSTRY, AUGUST 1986— continued 





FEMALES 
Finance, 
Wholesale and Transport property and 
Manufacturing retail trade and storage Communication business services 
Weekly earnings ($)— —*000— 
Under 120 + 4.3 * * * 
120 and under 160 4.5 21.1 * * 7.8 
160 a 200 9.2 23.7 i 5.0 { . 14.1 
200 7 240 23.4 26.3 * 15.6 
240 . 280 45.3 45.2 3.9 3.7 26.0 
280 “ 320 35.5 42.7 6.5 at 29.9 
320 e 360 25,2 243 x i | 4.7 26.0 
360 " 400 12.9 12.5 3.9 16.3 
400 0 440 9.7 5.9 } 3.9 | ea 11.5 
440 - 480 ke 3.8 9.2 
480 7 520 } \ ™ * 4.6 
520 ” 560 ‘si 5.4 ' : : 
560 x 600 * * * 
\ 37 \ ins 
600 . 640 . * * } 
640 680 . * * - * 
680 and over - * * * * 
Total 179.8 224.8 33.0 f 23.4 174.7 
—dollars— 
Median earnings 285 273 316 317 309 
Mean earnings 298 282 313 336 325 
Public Recreation, 
administration Community personal and 
and defence services other services Other(a) Total 
Weekly earnings ($)— — *000— 
Under 120 . 7.4 . } 44 Ba Re 
120 and under 160 * 7.0 4.6 50.1 
160 " 200 . 12.3 4.1 * 70.8 
200 . 240 4.5 21.0 7.9 5.0 110.0 
240 » 280 8.9 33.3 13.6 3.5 183.4 
280 " 320 1.7 50.8 13.3 6.8 203.0 
320 : 360 9.5 39.0 8.1 4.] 151.0 
360 7 400 5.6 41.2 8.0 3.8 106.0 
400 ij 440 5.9 33.4 \ Aj { 75.2 
440 . 480 4.4 29.1 55.0 
480 - 520 } 4% 33.7 ( 4.4 49.3 
520 "560 : 21.9 4.3 4 34.3 
560 " 600 * 13.6 J L ys | 
600 7 640 . 9.0 * . 15.9 
640 me 680 . ' * * 6.3 
680 and over . 8.9 . + 18.8 
Total 66.5 364.8 73.7 34.7 L172 
—dollars— 
Median earnings 327 371 291 296 310 
Mean earnings 352 383 310 300 330 


(a) Comprises agriculture, forestry, fishing, etc.; mining; electricity, gas and water; and construction. 
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TABLE 12. FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES IN MAIN JOB: WEEKLY EARNINGS IN MAIN JOB AND OCCUPATION, AUGUST 1986 





Managers 
and 
administra- 
tors 
Weekly earnings ($)— 
Under 120 4.0 
120 and under 160 3.5 
160 sf 200 3.6 
200 ™ 240 5.8 
240 pi 280 6.7 
280 ” 320 14.0 
320 7 360 15.1 
360 = 400 19.6 
400 » 440 21.2 
440 aj 480 19.4 
480 “ 520 20.9 
520 ai 560 20.4 
560 - 600 18.6 
600 si 640 16.4 
640 ‘ss 680 13.6 
680 ” 720 12.4 
720 i 760 7.3 
760 ™ 800 14.8 
800 and over pee 
Total 260.1 
Median earnings me 
Mean earnings 551 
Weekly earnings ($)— 
Under 120 * 
120 and under 160 
160 ii 200 3.7 
200 os 240 
240 is 280 5.4 
280 = 320 ; 
320 ” 360 4.8 
360 a 400 49 
400 440 45 
440 e: 480 
480 si 520 5.0 
520 ae 560 , 
560 i 600 * 
600 and over - 6.6 
Total 39.8 
Median earnings 395 
Mean earnings 424 
Weekly earnings ($)— 
Under 120 5.6 
120 and under 160 SL 
160 - 200 4.4 
200 ‘ 240 7.1 
240 sa 280 9.1 
280 i 320 17.0 
320 = 360 19.9 
360 i 400 24.5 
400 ‘ 440 24.5 
440 " 480 20.7 
480 = 520 23.8 
520 " 560 22.6 
560 75 600 21.8 
600 ms 640 19.3 
640 ) 680 14.2 
680 i 720 1 
720 * 760 8.4 
760 a 800 15.5 
800 and over 23.0 
Total 299.9 
Median earnings 500 


Mean earnings 534 


Occupation 
Pro-  Para-pro- Trades- 
fessionals fessionals persons Clerks 
“MALES 
—’000— 
* 
49 { : ane } as 
24.9 7.8 
3.4 49 | 31.5 11.9 
7.4 7.6 49.0 19.0 
15.0 11.6 83.3 28.1 
14.4 10.1 99.2 31.6 
20.3 17.0 89.9 33.1 
27.4 18.0 70.9 25.7 
28.7 16.1 40.8 20.3 
39.5 19.6 35.7 15.3 
38.5 18.8 21.8 8.7 
26.6 8.0 13.2 5.8 
29.9 8.0 10.3 3.8 
155 * 73 35 
17.6 5.8 7.4 * 
12.0 4.3 
18.6 } 54 4 6.0 5.1 
25.0 4.8 7.8 
346.7 161.5 641.6 227.4 
—dollars— 
531 461 358 373 
551 474 374 389 
FEMALES 
—'000— 
XK ok * 5.4 
* * 4.1 14.5 
* 4.8 29.6 
} 4.8 { 5.5 6.5 37.1 
5.6 6.2 i175 62.8 
v3 13.3 10.1 98.3 
10.4 13.0 3.9 82.3 
21.0 11.6 4.1 45.2 
23.1 10.8 . Zoek 
23.3 8.0 * 16.9 
29.3 5.9 * 7.9 
20.9 - * 6.0 
13.7 6 * 
21.2 bisa { * 6.6 
183.3 87.8 512 439.7 
—dollars— 
469 363 265 309 
465 372 267 SED 
PERSONS 
—’000— 
5,2 12.5 7.8 
* } on) { 33.0 16.9 
4.6 3.9 29.7 37.4 
5.6 8.6 38.0 49.0 
13.0 13.8 60.5 81.8 
22.3 24.9 93.3 126.4 
24.8 23.2 103. 113.9 
41.3 28.6 94.1 78.3 
50.5 28.8 72.0 50.9 
52.0 24.1 41.7 37.2 
68.8 25:5 36.1 Zoid 
59.4 21.8 22.0 14.6 
40.4 10.3 13.6 7.6 
39.9 9.2 10.3 5.3 
18.8 “Be | 7.3 4.7 
We 6.2 7.4 3.8 
4.0 4.3 
20.0 } 54 { 6.2 } a9 
27.2 35 7.8 . 
530.0 249.3 692.9 666.8 
—dollars— 
505 422 351 325 
522 438 366 340 


Sales 
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personal 
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drivers 
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342 
375 


Labourers 
and 
related 
workers 
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—, 


436.6 


314 
336 


KH ofPw 
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111. 


270 
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ee 


548.5 


304 
323 


Total 


74,] 
25776 


382 
420 
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TABLE 13. EMPLOYEES WHO WORKED IN A SECOND JOB : WEEKLY EARNINGS IN MAIN JOB 


AND WEEKLY EARNINGS IN SECOND JOB, AUGUST 1986 


Males Females 
Weekly earnings in second job Mean Weekly earnings in second job Mean 
socal iam cca aca maar acai weekly weekly 
$60 and earnings in $60 and earnings in 
Under $60 over Total second job Under $60 ~ over Total second job 
Weekly earnings in 
main job ($)— | — 000— $ — 000— $ 
Under 120 4.2 . 6.9 153 13.4 5.8 19.2 r55 
120 and under 200 } 5.4 { 4.2 6.4 196 _ 49 8.3 13.2 r95 
200 ” 280 + 6.6 r87 } 54 { 6.1 8.2 rll 
280 ° 360 4.1 10.3 14.4 100 ; 4.2 7.6 88 
360 ‘ 480 4.1 10.8 14.9 r107 * \ 5.8 { 5.3 97 
480 and over 4.3 ta 12.1 r115 * * * 
Total 22.1 39.2 61.3 97 26.4 30.3 56.6 85 
—dollars— 
Median earnings in main job 304 355 341 - 119 211 176 
Mean earnings in main job S22 386 363 ey 169 249 212 
NOTE: The figures published in the corresponding table in the preliminary (6309.0) to this publication were incorrect. 
TABLE 14. ALL EMPLOYEES : OCCUPATION AND FREQUENCY OF PAY, AUGUST 1986 
Frequency of pay 
Weekly Fortnightly Monthly Total(a) 
Occupation (000) (Per cent) (000) (Per cent) (000) (Per cent) (000) (Per cent) 
MALES 
Managers and administrators 96.1 32.8 85.4 29.2 103.3 35.3 292.9 100.0 
Professionals 59.5 14.0 260.9 61.6 96.6 22.8 423.6 100.0 
Para-professionals 51.8 23.8 146.3 67.3 17.6 8.1 217.4 100.0 
Tradespersons 604.4 yx Re 188.9 22.9 21.9 Zit 824.5 100.0 
Clerks tid 24.9 206.3 68.0 20.4 6.7 303.3 100.0 
Salespersons and personal service workers 184.8 64.9 35.3 19.4 40.1 14.] 284.9 100.0 
Plant and machine operators, and drivers 254.6 67.4 109.0 28.8 10.8 2.9 377.9 100.0 
Labourers and related workers 417.2 65.5 184.9 29.0 24.3 3.8 636.6 100.0 
Total 1,743.9 51.9 1237.2 36.8 335.0 10.0 3,361.0 100.0 
FEMALES 
Managers and administrators 21.0 33.59 18.9 35.9 10.7 20.3 52.6 100.0 
Professionals 27.7 9.2 238.9 79.1 25.8 8.5 302.2 100.0 
Para-professionals 17.4 10.2 147.2 86.1 4.7 2.8 170.9 100.0 
Tradespersons 69.7 80.3 13.1 15.1 * m 86.8 100.0 
Clerks 338.5 43.4 381.3 48.8 54.3 7.0 780.6 100.0 
Salespersons and personal service workers 385.2 73.1 120.7 22.9 ) ge hed 526.6 100.0 
Plant and machine operators, and drivers 71.7 85.4 9.1 10.8 * * 84.0 100.0 
Labourers and related workers 176.2 55.3 31.2 41.2 6.0 1.9 318.8 100.0 
Total 1,107.6 47.7 1,060.5 45.7 116.8 5.0 2,322.4 100.0 
PERSONS 

Managers and administrators Re pe 33.9 104.4 30.2 114.0 33.0 345.4 100.0 
Professionals 87.2 12.0 499.9 68.9 122.4 16.9 725.8 100.0 
Para-professionals 69.2 17.8 293.5 75.6 22,3 5.7 388.3 100.0 
Tradespersons 674.1 74.0 202.0 22.2 23.6 2.6 9112 100.0 
Clerks 414.0 38.2 587.6 54.2 74.7 6.9 1,083.9 100.0 
Salespersons and personal service workers 570.0 70.2 176.0 pe 51.6 6.4 811.4 100.0 
Plant and machine operators, and drivers 326.3 70.6 118.1 25.6 12.8 2.8 461.9 100.0 
Labourers and related workers 593.5 62.1 316.0 33.4 30.3 32 955.4 100.0 
Total 2,851.5 50.2 2,297.6 40.4 451.7 7.9 5,683.4 100.0 


(a) Includes individuals paid at intervals other than those indicated. 
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TABLE 15. ALL EMPLOYEES : INDUSTRY AND FREQUENCY OF PAY, AUGUST 1986 


Industry 


Agriculture, forestry, fishing, etc. 
Mining 

Manufacturing 

Electricity, gas and water 

Construction 

Wholesale and retail trade 

Transport and storage 

Communication 

Finance, property and business services 
Public administration and defence 
Community services 

Recreation, personal and other services 


Total 


Manufacturing 

Wholesale and retail trade 

Transport and storage 

Communication 

Finance, property and business services 
Public administration and defence 
Community services 

Recreation, personal and other services 
Other(b) 


Total 


Agriculture, forestry, fishing, etc. 
Mining 

Manufacturing 

Electricity, gas and water 

Construction 

Wholesale and retail trade 

Transport and storage 

Communication 

Finance, property and business services 
Public administration and defence 
Community services 

Recreation, personal and other services 


Total 


Weekly 


35.1 
33.9 
568.1 
56.4 
200.6 
456.0 
106.7 
Xk 


65.4 
62.1 
48.0 
110.5 


1,743.9 


238.9 
422.4 
28.3 
x 


98.2 
13 
96.1 
164.4 
42.8 


1,107.6 


47.0 
35.4 
807.1 
62.0 
224.4 
878.4 
135.0 
* 


163.7 

77.4 
144. 
275.0 


2,851.5 


(a) Includes individuals paid at intervals other than those indicated. 


Frequency of pay 


(000) (Per cent) 


Fortnightly 


MALES 
38.0 24.4 
39.3 38.3 
72.9 118.9 
46.0 65.5 
74.4 45.0 
75.5 54.4 
40.8 139.9 
* 103.2 
24.1 144.9 
29.2 146.9 
11.6 333.6 
76.7 22.1 
51.9 L23fA 
FEMALES 
83.8 pay 
85.1 40.2 
pe By 20.3 
- 31.3 
32.3 173.0 
13.3 97.0 
12.8 620.7 
83.0 21.7 
54.5 23.0 
47.7 1,060.5 
PERSONS 
40.5 28.9 
37.8 41.9 
75.8 146.1 
45.3 74.2 
74,1 S11 
79.8 94.6 
42.9 160.3 
* 140.6 
28.5 317.8 
23.6 243.9 
12.4 954.4 
80.4 43.7 
50.2 2,297.6 


(000) (Per cent) 


26.4 
44.4 
15.3 
ee 
16.7 


23.5 
97.8 
55.5 
69.1 
80.9 
15.3 


36.8 
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Monthly 


COOrmN 
Ow © 


— OO 
— ~J OO 


4) 


bo 
gk ee oak a Ows 
— Rh #— F£OKR~) * DRO ~) 


we 
N— ly 
wn 
S 


tm oN 
ae Ol ON 
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24.9 
15.2 
105.8 
* 


212 
113.9 
15.5 
* 


83.6 

4.4 
51.6 
12.1 


451.7 


(000) (Per cent) 
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S NUNN * LL #— HOO 
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ve ee a 


re, 
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a 
* 
0 
4 
9 

* 
. 
a4 
4 
E, 


7.9 


Total(a) 


92.3 

86.3 
779.4 
122.5 
269.5 
604.1 
261.4 
105.5 
271.0 
212.5 
412.5 
144. ] 


3,361.0 


285.0 
496.2 
D352 
40.1 
304. | 
115.0 
Jaos3 
198.1] 
78.6 


2,322.4 


116.0 
95.7 
1,064.3 
136.8 
302.7 
1,100.3 
314.5 
145.6 
575.1 
327.4 
1,164.6 
342.2 


5,683.4 


(000) (Per cent) 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 


100.0 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 


100.0 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 


100.0 


(b) Comprises agriculture, forestry, fishing, etc.; mining; electricity, gas and water; and construction. 
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ADDITIONAL TABLES 
The following is a list of additional tables of results from this survey which are available to users on request. These tables 
show a Selection of estimates on an Australia-wide basis. Tables disaggregated by State/Territory and other tables may 
also be available. Most tables are dissected by sex. 


Employed wage and salary earners in main job 


Weekly earnings in all jobs— 


Al Birthplace and year of arrival and age 

A2 Birthplace and year of arrival and family status 

A3 Birthplace and year of arrival and occupation in main job 
A4 Birthplace and year of arrival and industry in main job 

A5 Birthplace and year of arrival and hours worked in all jobs 
A6 Family status, age and full-time or part-time status in all jobs 


Weekly earnings in main job— 


A7 Marital status and full-time or part-time status in main job 

A8 Occupation in main job and full-time or part-time status in main job 
A9 Occupation in main job and hours paid for in main job 

Al0 Industry in main job and full-time or part-time status in main job 
All Birthplace and full-time or part-time status in main job 

Al2 Family status, age and full-time or part-time status in main job 


Al3 Sector 
Al4 Average hours worked in main job, occupation and industry of main job and age 


Average weekly earnings in main job— 


Al5 Occupation and industry of main job and age 
Al6 Birthplace, occupation in main job and full-time or part-time status in all jobs 


Employees who worked full-time in their main job 
Weekly earnings in main job— 


Al7 Sector and age 
Al8 Industry of main job and age 


TECHNICAL NOTE 


Estimation procedure 


The estimates are derived from the population 
survey by use of a ratio estimation procedure which 
ensures that the estimates conform to an independently 
estimated distribution of the population for each capital 
city and remainder of State by age and sex, rather than to 
the corresponding distribution within the sample itself. 


Reliability of the estimates 

2. Since the estimates in this publication are based on 
information obtained from occupants of a sample of 
dwellings, they are subject to sampling error; that is, they 
may differ from the figures that would have been 
produced if all dwellings had been included in the survey. 
One measure of the likely difference is given by the 
standard error, which indicates the extent to which an 
estimate might have varied by chance because only a 
sample of dwellings was included. There are about two 
chances in three that a sample estimate will differ by less 
than one standard error from the figure that would have 
been obtained if all dwellings had been included, and 
about nineteen chances in twenty that the difference will 
be less than two standard errors. Another measure of the 
likely difference is the relative standard error, which is 
obtained by expressing the standard error as a percentage 
of the estimate. 


3. | Space does not allow for the separate indication of 
the standard errors of all estimates in this publication. A 
table of standard errors applicable to persons estimates is 
given on the following page (Table A). Since they are 
averages based on calculations for a limited number of 
past surveys over a wide range of labour force character- 
istics, these figures will not give a precise measure of the 
standard error of a particular estimate but they will 
provide an indication of its magnitude. 


4. An example of the calculation and the use of 
standard errors in relation to estimates of persons is as 
follows. From Table 6 on page 10, the estimated number 
of females who, in August 1986, were part-time employees 
is 827,300. Since this estimate is between 500,000 and 
1,000,000 in Table A, the standard error for Australia will 
be between 7,500 and 9,700 and can be approximated as 
8,900 (rounded to the nearest 100). Therefore, there are 
about two chances in three that the value that would have 
been produced if all dwellings had been included in the 
survey will fall in the range 818,800 to 835,800 and about 
nineteen chances in twenty that the value will fall within 
the range 809,900 to 844,700. This example is illustrated 
in the following diagram. 


(“ 00O0) 
844.7 
835.8 
Estimated value 19 chances in 20 that the 
827.3 —— value ties in this range 


if all dwellings included. 


818.8 


809.9 


2 chances in 3 that the 
value lies in this range 
if all dwellings inciuded. 





5. The relative standard errors of estimates of mean 
and median weekly earnings are obtained by first finding 
the relative standard error of the estimate of the total 
number of persons contributing to the estimate (see Table 
A) and then multiplying the figure by the following 
relevant factors: 


Mean weekly earnings 


—-Part-time employees 1.0 

—-Full-time employees 0.7 

—-All employees 0.9 
Median weekly earnings 

—Part-time employees 1.4 

—Full-time employees 0.7 

—Al]l employees 1.0 


6. Anexample of the calculation of standard errors by 
the use of the above factors 1s as follows: 


From Table 6 on page 10, the estimate of median weekly 
earnings of female part-time employees in August 1986 
was $142 and the estimate of total number of employees 
contributing to this estimate was 827,300. From Table A, 
the standard error of this figure (827,300) is about 8,900 
and therefore a relative standard error of about 1.1 per 
cent. The relative standard error of the estimate of median 
weekly earnings is calculated by multiplying this figure 
(1.1) by the appropriate factor shown in the previous 
paragraph (in this case 1.4): 1.1 x 1.4= 1.54 percent. The 
standard error of this estimate of median weekly earnings 
is therefore 1.54 per cent of $142, i.e. about $2.20. 
Therefore, there are about two chances in three that the 
median weekly earnings of female part-time employees 
would fall within the range $139.80 to $144.20, and about 
nineteen chances in twenty that they would fall within the 
range $137.60 to $146.40. 


7. |Ascan be seen from the standard error tables, the 
smaller the estimate the higher is the relative standard 
error. Very small estimates are thus subject to such high 
standard errors (relative to the size of the estimate) as to 
detract seriously from their value for most reasonable 
uses. In the tables in this publication, estimates which 
have arelative standard error larger than 25 per cent have 
not been published. Although figures for these small com- 
ponents can in some cases be derived by subtraction, they 
should not be regarded as reliable. 


8. Proportions and percentages formed from the ratio 
of two estimates are also subject to sampling error. The 
size of the error depends on the accuracy of both the 
numerator and the denominator. An approximate relative 
standard error (RSE) of a proportion may be calculated 
by the following formula: 


RSE (x/y)=V[RSE(x)P - [RSE(y)P 


9. Considering the example from paragraph 4, the 
827,300 females employed part-time represented 35.6 per 
cent of all 2,322,400 female employees in August 1986. 
The standard error of 2,322,400 is approximately 12,600 
so the relative standard error is 0.5 per cent. The relative 
standard error for 827,300 is 1.1 per cent. Applying the 
above formula, the relative standard error of the propor- 
tion is \/(1.1)2 — (0.5) or 1.0 per cent, giving a standard 
error for the proportion (35.6 per cent) of 0.4 percentage 
points. Therefore, there are about two chances in three 
that the proportion of females who were part-time 
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employees is between 35.2 per cent and 36.0 per cent and 
nineteen chances in twenty the proportion is within the 
range 34.8 per cent to 36.4 per cent. 


10. Published figures may also be used to estimate the 
difference between two survey estimates (of numbers or 
percentages). Such a figure is itself an estimate and is 
therefore subject to sampling error. The sampling error of 
the difference between two estimates depends on their 
standard errors and the relationship (correlation) between 
them. An approximate standard error (SE) of the differ- 
ence between two estimates (x-y) may be calculated by the 
following formula: 


SE (x-y)= V[SE(x)P + [SE(y)P 


While this formula will only be exact for differences 
between separate and uncorrelated characteristics or 
subpopulations it is expected to provide a good approxi- 
mation for all differences likely to be of interest in this 
publication. 


11. The imprecision due to sampling variability, which 
is measured by the standard error, should not be confused 
with inaccuracies that may occur because of imperfections 
in reporting by interviewers and respondents and errors 
made in the coding and processing of data. Inaccuracies 
of this kind are referred to as the non-sampling error, and 
they may occur in any enumeration, whether it be a full 
count or only a sample. Every effort is made to reduce 
non-sampling errors to a minimum by careful design of 
questionnaires, intensive training and supervision of 
interviewers and efficient operating procedures. 


TABLE A.—STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATES 


N.S. W. Vic. Qld S.A. 
Size of estimate 
(persons) 
1,000 
1,300 
1,500 —— 
1,800 430 
2,000 460 
2,500 — 500 
3,000 690 550 
3,500 © eae eataap 750 590 
4,000 950 960 800 620 
4,500 1,000 1,000 840 650 
5,000 1,050 1,050 880 690 
6,000 1,150 1,150 960 740 
10,000 1,450 1,450 1,200 920 
20,000 2,000 1,950 1,650 1,200 
50,000 2,900 2,850 2,350 1,700 
100,000 3,850 3,700 3,050 2,200 
200,000 5,100 4,750 3,950 2,750 
300,000 5,900 5,500 4,500 3,100 
500,000 7,200 6,500 5,300 3,650 
1,000,000 9,200 8,100 6,600 
2,000,000 11,600 9,900 
5,000,000 


10,000,000 








Australia 
W.A. Tas. N.T. Med “si 
Per cent 
—number— of estimate 
250 ‘ndcion 
280 310 
300 —_— 330 
— 330 410 350 
480 340 430 370 
530 380 470 400 
580 410 500 430 ea 
620 440 530 450 820 23.4 
660 460 560 470 880 21.9 
690 480 590 500 930 20.7 
720 500 610 510 980 19.6 
780 540 650 550 1,100 17.9 
970 660 790 650 1,400 13.9 
1,300 860 1,050 810 1,950 9.7 
1,800 1,150 1,450 1,050 2,950 5.9 
2,300 1,450 1,250 3,950 4.0 
2,950 1,750 5,300 2.6 
3,350 6,200 2.1 
3,900 7,500 135 
9,700 1.0 
12,300 0.6 
16,500 0.3 
20,300 0.2 
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